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HON MICHAEL MISCHIN 
Parliamentary Questions — Halidon Primary School — Personal Explanation 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [5.11 pm] — by leave: 
I have asked quite a number of questions over the last week or so regarding what was purported to be 
a Local Projects, Local Jobs grant, according to the documents, of $150 000 to a school called Halidon Primary 
School. I have received answers, which contained to a greater or lesser extent some information. I do not want to 
go into them, but it has been asserted on a couple of occasions that I have made disparaging comments regarding 
the school and that some tone of my questioning is disparaging or somehow not complimentary to that school, 
which is, I would say, a nonsense. If the minister is prepared to exactly point out what I have said that she considers 
to fall within that category, I would appreciate the opportunity to answer it. At the moment, I am getting 
a dismissive response, suggesting that I had made disparaging remarks, when, if one analyses Hansard and looks 
at anything I have said about that school in Hansard, I have made no criticism or reflection on the school itself. 
All my comments have been regarding the government’s mismanagement of this Local Projects, Local Jobs reptile 
fund and the process involved in providing funds from a department that supposedly is under financial stress and 
cannot afford to provide certain services that it has traditionally provided, but has managed to get a grant for 
a particular school on the strength of a candidate’s promise at some stage. The detail or the timing of that promise 
has not been disclosed. 

I want to make it quite plain even to the minister that I have absolutely no criticism of Halidon Primary School. 
Halidon Primary School was given a promise, it appears, and has taken advantage of being given what it was 
promised. Great for Halidon! I applaud the fact that it has achieved what it has achieved, and I am glad for it. What 
I am not pleased about is that the minister continues to stonewall on providing information about her involvement 
in obtaining money—she says that she has had to get an additional grant for this particular project because the 
department cannot afford it—and how it relates to the candidate’s alleged promises to that school. In case there is 
any further doubt in the minister’s mind or in that of any member of this chamber — 

Hon Sue Ellery: Maybe you should go and talk to Halidon. 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: I have no criticism of Halidon Primary School at all. I have a lot of questions about 
the involvement of the minister and this government. 
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